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, and Joyce Koshy, MSc 1 A quarter of a century ago, Dr U. KoKo and Dr H. Nakajima, the Southeast Asia and the Western Pacific Regional Directors of the World Health Organization wrote introductory articles for the first issue of the Asia-Pacific Journal of Public Health (APJPH). At the time, the international goal for public health was to achieve "Health for All by the Year 2000." Dr Nakajima commented that active participation of Schools of Public Health would be indispensable in achieving this goal. He wished the journal "success as a genuine forum for dialogue between our institutions of learning, the government and the general public." The first issue set the scene for an inclusive view of public health that included an emphasis on the most disadvantaged rural areas of our region. The topics addressed included intestinal parasites in rural Sarawak, East Malaysia, motor vehicle accidents, and alcohol and a review of the then new disease of AIDS that was first reported only 6 years earlier. Twenty-five years ago, the Nobel Prize for medicine was awarded to Michael Brown and Joseph Goldstein for their work on the metabolism of cholesterol. At that time, coronary artery disease and other chronic diseases were relatively uncommon in our region. Today, chronic disease is the major public health issue in our region. 1 The journal has now published more than 300 articles on chronic disease in our region, and 9 out of the top 10 cited articles in our journal relate specifically to chronic disease (Table 1) . Also 25 years ago, the first blood test for HIV/AIDS was licensed by the US Food and Drug Administration. A disease that was a rarity at the time is now so common that it is one of the few abbreviations allowed without explanation in our journal. In the past 25 years, we have witnessed a major HIV epidemic in our region with currently approximately 5 million cases in our region. 2 In our journal, we have published 140 articles on HIV that have helped publicize our regional public health initiatives that have resulted in a decline from the peak of the epidemic. However, we must be constantly vigilant and continue to promote messages of "safer sex," harm minimization, and equitable antiretroviral drugs usage as the basis of public health control of HIV. Now, APJPH celebrates 25 years of success in public health publishing. As the flagship journal of the Asia Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH), we have published cutting-edge research articles along with editorials, reviews, and commentaries in almost all areas of public health. We have continued a policy of emphasis on the disadvantaged people of our region and have tried to keep a balance between all the countries that belong to APACPH while accepting contributions of public health importance from beyond our region.
The journal began with an impressive first issue but after the initial enthusiasm (and funding) faded, there were fewer issues published. Since its establishment, the journal has published 76 issues in 24 volumes. After initially publishing 4 issues per year, the journal fell onto hard times in the 1990s with a reduced frequency of publication. Today, we are publishing 6 issues per year and several supplementary issues. Our journal has a reputation second to none for quality public health publishing in our region. Five years ago, the publication of the journal was contracted to Sage Publications, an experienced international scientific publishing company who gave us access to modern Internet-based editing tools and included APJPH in their international databases. Since it was established, APJPH has been included in international databases, including PubMed. It is only when the journal has increased the number and regularity of issues and with support from Sage that the journal has been included in the Web of Knowledge database and has been eligible for the allocation of an impact factor. Our debut impact factor awarded in 2009 was 0.567, which has since risen to 0.988 in 2010 and to 1.057 in 2011 ( Table 2 ). The 5-year impact factor is now 1.271 (Table 3) . Based on the Thomson Reuters Journal Citation Reports 2011, APJPH is now ranked 107/157 in the Public Environmental, and Occupational Health (Science) and 80/131 in the Public, Environmental, and Occupational Health (Social Science), and the ranking has been rising every year (Table 2) During its first quarter of a century, the journal has established itself as the most successful public health journal serving the Asia Pacific region. We will continue to strive to contribute to the goal set for us by the World Health Organization directors and endorsed by APACPH of achieving "Health for All," emphasizing on equity across all disadvantaged groups. We will select quality articles that are of relevance to public health practice in our region. The journal will continue to welcome manuscripts on all aspects of public health, as well as global challenges in public health, emerging and reemerging infectious diseases, health security, disaster management, and chronic disease. We subscribe to the vision, mission, and values of our parents, the APACPH (http://www.apacph.org). This is a very broad mandate and we will remain sensitive to the need to be inclusive of all countries in our region. While emphasizing quality in public health research, we recognize the importance of recording public health issues in our region. For example, most public health research has moved beyond surveys and small cross-sectional studies. However, we recognize the need to record much of the useful public health information, and we will invite authors to submit these as short communications with additional tables and information to be available online. Because of the demand for articles in APJPH, we remind authors that we will strictly enforce our "Rule of Threes." Be selective in your writing and send us articles that do not exceed 3000 words, no more than 30 references (Reviews have an extra allowance) and 3 illustrations. We thank APACPH for their continuing support of APJPH and its editors as a key component of its public health mission. As editors we would like to thank the thousands of authors who have contributed papers to our journal and the band of loyal reviewers whose work has made the journal possible. Thanks are also due to our past Editors-in-Chief, W. O. Phoon, H. P. Lee, and Anuar Zaini Md Zain. Thank you everyone for supporting APJPH and we look forward to another 25 years of providing public health information, "a genuine forum for dialogue between our institutions of learning, the government and the general public" that will move our region toward achieving the ultimate goal of "Health for All."
